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Provincial Cancer Care Conference 2026
Agenda

Main disease site group: Gastrointestinal (Gl) cancers and Melanoma
Venue: Victoria Inn Hotel & Conference Centre, Winnipeg, Manitoba

Thursday, September 24, 2026

11:15 Registration Opens
INTERACTIVE CONFERENCE WORKSHOP

Welcome Remarks, Introduction, and Opening
Elder Billie Schibler, BSW, O.M., Community Elder

The Advanced Cancer Model of Care (MOC) Project: Live Simulation Sessions — Strengthening Goals-of-Care
Conversations — Part |

Stephanie Lelond, RN, MN, CHPCN(C), Clinical Nurse Specialist, Early Palliative Care in Advanced Cancers, CancerCare
Manitoba

Bagiah Yesufu, MPH, CCRR, Projects Coordinator, Community Relations, Community Oncology Program, CancerCare
Manitoba

Meagan Molchan, MSc, Director, Simulation Centre at RRC Polytech

Allyson Cooper, MN, RN, CCSNE, Simulation Education Manager, Interdisciplinary Health and Community Services Simulation
Center, Red River College Polytech

Jodi Hyman, RN, BScN, CON(C), Nurse Educator, CancerCare Manitoba

14:00 Nutrition Break and Displays (20 mins)

The Advanced Cancer Model of Care (MOC) Project: Live Simulation Sessions — Strengthening Goals-of-Care
Conversations — Part |l
Stephanie Lelond, RN, MN, CHPCN(C), Clinical Nurse Specialist, Early Palliative Care in Advanced Cancers, CancerCare

12:10

12:30

Manitoba
1420 Bagiah Yesufu, MPH, CCRR, Projects Coordinator, Community Relations, Community Oncology Program, CancerCare
’ Manitoba
Meagan Molchan, MSc, Director, Simulation Centre at RRC Polytech
Allyson Cooper, MN, RN, CCSNE, Simulation Education Manager, Interdisciplinary Health and Community Services Simulation
Center, Red River College Polytech
Jodi Hyman, RN, BScN, CON(C), Nurse Educator, CancerCare Manitoba
16:00 Break in Program
16:45 MOCKTAIL RECEPTION & RESEARCH POSTERS
17:45 Welcome Remarks
18:05 Dinner
19:15 Keynote Introductions

Continued...
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KEYNOTES

Living with Cancer: Navigating the Experience and Care Journey

19:20 Stephanie Lelond, RN, MN, CHPCN(C), Clinical Nurse Specialist, Early Palliative Care in Advanced Cancers, CancerCare
Manitoba, and Guest Speakers

20:00 Introduction of 2nd Keynote Speaker

20:05 Countering Medical Misinformation on Social Media

) Dr. Jonathan Laxton, MD, FRCPC, Assistant Professor of Medicine Max Rady College of Medicine
20:45 Questions & Answers (10 mins)
20:55 Closing Remarks and Evaluations

Friday, September 25, 2026

6:30 Registration Opens ‘
BREAKFAST
7:10 Welcome and Introductions
GENERAL PLENARY SESSIONS
Rectal Cancer: A Team Sport - Integrating Surgery, Radiation and Medical Oncology
7:30 Dr. David J. Hochman, MD, FRCSC, FASCRS(1), FACS, Associate Professor of Surgery, Max Rady College of Medicine, University of
Manitoba Colon and Rectal Surgeon
7:45 Hepatobiliary, Pancreatic, and Gallbladder Cancers: Clinical Treatment Updates
’ Dr. Paul Daeninck, MD, MSc, FRCPC, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba
8:00 Central Intake Endoscopy and Gl Wait Times: Navigating the Request Process
) Dr. Dana Moffatt, MD, FRCPC, WRHA Medical Director Endoscopic Services
Genetic and Genomic Testing in Gl Oncology: Interpreting Molecular Results and Treatment Guidelines
8:15 Dr. Paul C. Park, MD, PhD Molecular Pathologist Adjunct Scientist, CancerCare Manitoba Research Institute Assistant Professor,
Department of Pathology, Rady Faculty of Health Sciences
8:30 Systemic and Targeted Therapy Updates: Later-line Options for Metastatic Colorectal Cancer
’ Dr. Benjamin Goldenberg, MD, FRCPC, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba
8:45 Overview of Immunotherapy for Advanced Colorectal Cancer
) Dr. Christina A. Kim, MD, FRCPC, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba. Associate Professor, University of Manitoba
9:00 Questions & Answers (15 mins)
9:15 Nutrition Break (25 mins)
CancerCare Manitoba Prevention & Screening Updates
9:40 Kyra Gawalko, MPA, Education and Prevention Lead, Prevention & Screening Programs, CancerCare Manitoba
’ Kathy Bumstead, ACR, Screening Operations Manager, Prevention & Screening Programs, CancerCare Manitoba
Laura Coulter, Screening Programs Manager, Prevention & Screening Programs, CancerCare Manitoba

Continued...




Systemic Therapy Updates in Melanoma and Advanced Skin Cancers: Navigating Immunotherapy (PD-L1),
10:05 Targeted Therapies, and Combination Treatments for Stage IV Management
Dr. Ralph Wong, PW, B.Sc, MD, FRCPC, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

Non-Melanoma Skin Cancers (NMSC): Systemic Therapy Updates and Management Strategies for Advanced
10:25 Squamous Cell Carcinoma (SCC) and Basal Cell Carcinoma (BCC)
Dr. Ralph Wong, PW.,, B.Sc,, MD, FRCPC, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

Research Poster Presentation

Bruce Barrientos: “Modeling Early T-cell Precursor Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ETP-ALL) Using Engineered Human Cord Blood
(D344 and Progenitors”
Supervisor: Dr Jody Haigh

10:45 Vikas Kumar Pandey: “Use of 3D-PrintedBolus and immobilization devices in testicular lymphoma radiotherapy: A retrospective
Dosimetric and Technical Feasibility Study”
Supervisors: Dr. Arbind Dubey and Dr. Vibhay Pareek

Ovini Amarasinghe: “Defining chemotherapy-induced stress response in T-cell Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia”
Supervisor: Dr. Cedric Tremblay

11:00 Question & Answers

11:20 Stretch Break (5 mins)

THE INDIGENOUS PLENARY SESSIONS

From Supporting Others Through Displacement to Experiencing Loss: An Indigenous Perspective on Cancer Care
in a Changing Climate

11:25 Question and Answer
Chantal Wahteeshkin, BN, RN, Director of Indigenous Health, CancerCare Manitoba
12:05 Lunch (60 mins)
13:05 Arrival to Breakout Rooms
BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Al Scribes in Family Oncology Emergencies — | Future Landscape of When Emotions Run High:
Physician in Oncology Gl Focus Systemic Therapy in Psychosocial Approaches
(FPO) Settings: Practical Dr. Mark Kristianson, MD, Colorectal Cancer: to Relational Care
Experience and CCFR, Clinician, Urgent Emerging Therapies and | Meg Pfeifer, BSW, RSW,
Implementation Cancer Care, CancerCare the Evolving Standard of | Psychosocial Oncology
) Dr. Erika Méller, MB.Ch.B. Manitoba Care Clinician CancerCare
13:10 DA(SA) CCFR, Family Marc Geirnaert, BScPharm, | Manitoba.
Physician in Oncology, BCOR FCAPhO, MSc (Pharm | marina Di Curzio, BA, BSCPN,
wMmcC Econ), Director Provincial RPN, Psychosocial Oncology
Oncology Drug Program Clinician, Hope and Healing
Program, CancerCare
Manitoba
13:40 Arrival to Breakout Rooms

Continued...
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14:35

Referral Process Update: Basics of Ostomy Care for | Specific Toxicities: Psychosocial Aspects
New Referral Forms and Residents in Manitoba Cutaneous (skin) Toxicities | of Living Long Term
Guidelines Bonita Yarjau, RN, BN, from EGFR and BRAF/MEK | with Advanced Cancer
Malia Cruz, MBA, RN, Director | NSWOC, Specializes in Inhibitors and Ongoing Systemic
of Patient Services, Central Wound, Ostomy and Ronald Scott Groen, BSc Treatment
Referral Office Continence (NSWOC), Health | Pharm, Senior Pharmacist Meg Pfeifer, BSW, RSW,
Sciences Centre - Practice Development Psychosocial Oncology
13:45 Jamie Garcia-Vendivil, RN, and Education, CancerCare | Clinician, CancerCare
BN, Enterostomal Therapist, | Manitoba Manitoba
Health Sciences Centre, Marina Di Curzio, BA, BSCPN,
Winnipeg RPN, Psychosocial Oncology
Clinician, Hope and Healing
Program, CancerCare
Manitoba
14:15 Nutrition Break (20 mins)

RESEARCH AND NUTRITION PLENARY

Modulating Host Immunity in Metastatic Melanoma — Our Search for Improved Therapies

Question and Answer

Dr. Chi Yan, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Immunology, University of Manitoba; Scientist, Paul Albrechtsen
Research Institute, CancerCare Manitoba

14:55

15:15

Not All Diarrhea Is The Same

Nutritional Strategies for Managing Diarrhea in Lower Gl cancers
Question and Answer

Robin Chambers, RD, Oncology Dietitian, CancerCare Manitoba

Stacey Nickol, RD, Oncology Dietitian, CancerCare Manitoba

SHORT SNAPPERS

Cancer Prevention Strategies in Gl Oncology: Reviewing Evidence-Based Prevention, Red Meat Consumption, and
Lifestyle Factors
Dr. Adolfo Ayala Torres, MD, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

15:30

The Future of Al in Manitoba'’s Oncology Landscape: Current Applications, Future Potential, and Provincial Progress
Dr. Bharath Gangadharaiah, MD, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

15:45

Trends in Early-Onset Cancers: Addressing Rising Incidence and Evolving Treatment Options for Younger Populations
Dr. Andrea Soriano, MSc, MD, PGY5 Medical Oncology Resident, Department of Hematology and Medical Oncology, CancerCare
Manitoba

16:00

Questions & Answers (10 mins)

16:10

Closing Remarks and Evaluations

For more information, email

CCMBPrimaryCareFducation@cancercaremb.ca
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Message from the President and CEO of CancerCare Manitoba

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the annual Provincial Cancer Care Conference. It is
wonderful to be back in Manitoba and, in particular, at CancerCare Manitoba, where my
career as a pediatric oncologist began in 1994.

Returning to CCMB in November 2025 as President and CEO has been a true full-circle
moment for me. It is an important professional milestone, but more importantly, a
meaningful opportunity to contribute to the province and to the organization where my
career in cancer care began.

There is a great deal happening at CCMB, and | am particularly excited about the future.

Following the Government of Manitoba’s announcement of a new CancerCare Manitoba
building, we have continued to make important progress. While the shovels are not yet in
the ground, the foundational work is well underway. Functional planning and schematic
design are progressing, and we are working with our partners to ensure the new facility
reflects the needs of patients, families and staff well into the future. This is a tremendous opportunity to support exceptional
cancer care, innovation, education and research, while strengthening how we deliver care across the province. Our vision is for
accessible, connected and high-quality cancer care for Manitobans, wherever they live.

CCMB works with its health partners to provide cancer care through 16 sites outside of Winnipeg, and these communities are

an essential part of our provincial cancer program. | want to recognize the tremendous work of our Prairie Mountain Health
colleagues during the flooding in the Dauphin area earlier this year. Despite the challenges caused by the natural disaster, cancer
treatments continued for patients in the region. This was a true team effort, with people across organizations and programs
coming together as partners to ensure patients received the care they needed. Thank you to everyone who contributed. Itis a
wonderful example of what we can accomplish when we work together across the health system.

We were very pleased last week to receive confirmation from Accreditation Canada that CCMB remains accredited with
Exemplary Standing under the Qmentum Global accreditation program. This achievement reflects the dedication and
commitment of our teams to providing safe, high-quality care and services. While we celebrate this achievement, we are already
looking ahead to the 2027 Accreditation Canada on-site visit, which will focus particularly on cancer care standards across the
province. We are working closely with our provincial partners to ensure we are well prepared and continue strengthening cancer
care across Manitoba.

| want to recognize and thank our Community Oncology Program team for bringing everyone together for this conference.
Opportunities to connect, learn and collaborate across the province are incredibly valuable, and we are excited about the
conversations, ideas and connections that will come from this conference.

Thank you for being here, for the work you do every day for Manitobans affected by cancer, and for your commitment to making
cancer care better for our patients, families and communities.

Kent Stobart MD MSc FRCPC CCPE
President and Chief Executive Officer
CancerCare Manitoba




Opening and Closing Indigenous Blessing

Presenter

Elder Billie Schibler, BSW, O.M.
Community Elder

Biographical Sketch

Elder Billie Schibler (also known as Purple Harvest Woman) is a Métis mother, grandmother, and foster parent who has
provided care for over 45 children and youth over the last 40 years. Billie is a Sundancer, a Traditional Pipe and Eagle Staff Carrier,
a Ceremony and Traditional Knowledge Keeper, and is the first Indigenous woman in Canada to have received a legislative
appointment as a Provincial Child and Youth Advocate.

Billie served for over 35 years in mandated Child Protection, Children’s Mental Health, and Youth Justice, and was the former
CEO of the Métis Child and Family Services Authority until her retirement in 2020. Formerly, Billie served under a Government
Appointment on both the University of Winnipeg Board of Regents and the University of Manitoba Board of Governors.

She is the recipient of the Queen Elizabeth Il Platinum Jubilee Medal (2022), a Lifetime Achievement Award in the field of
Indigenous Social Work (2013), and the U of M Faculty of Social Work “Helen Mann 50th Anniversary Award” (2024) for her
contribution to community, and was inducted into the Order of Manitoba in 2026.




Thursday, September 24, 2026

Interactive Workshop
The Advanced Cancer Model of Care (MOC) Project: Live Simulation Sessions —
Strengthening Goals-of-Care Conversations

Facilitators

Stephanie Lelond, RN, MN, CHPCN(C), Clinical Nurse Specialist, Early Palliative Care in Advanced
Cancers, CancerCare Manitoba

Bagiah Yesufu, MPH, CCRP, Projects Coordinator, Community Relations, Community Oncology
Program, CancerCare Manitoba

Meagan Molchan, MSc, Director, Simulation Centre at RRC Polytech

Allyson Cooper, MN, RN, CCSNE, Simulation Education Manager, Interdisciplinary Health and
Community Services Simulation Center, Red River College Polytech

Jodi Hyman, RN, BScN, CON(C), Nurse Educator, CancerCare Manitoba

Learning Objectives
At the end of the session, participants will be able to:
- Demonstrate empathetic, patient-centered communication to acknowledge and validate patients’ frustration and

emotions. (Communicator)
«  Explain the patient’s current situation while avoiding speculation and false reassurance. (Communicator)




Introduce palliative care early in the illness trajectory and address common misconceptions to support informed
decision-making. (Health Advocate / Medical Expert)

Recognize patients’values, goals, and priorities to guide shared decision-making and supportive care planning.
(Collaborator / Professional)

Biographical Sketch

Stephanie Lelond has been a Clinical Nurse Specialist in Early Palliative Care at CancerCare Manitoba since 2018, first working

on a study assessing the impact of early palliative care on quality of life in advanced pancreatic cancer and now on the early
integration of palliative care in advanced cancers. Her background is over a decade in the WRHA Community Palliative Care
Program, and she is now bringing her palliative expertise to patients within CancerCare Manitoba at the time of diagnosis.
Stephanie also has a strong background in research to accompany her clinical work. As a Clinical Nurse Specialist, she is involved
in direct comprehensive patient care through referral and consultation, research, education, the support of systems, and
professional leadership. She holds an appointment with the University of Manitoba, serves the Canadian Association of Nurses in
Oncology (CANO/ACIO) and Association of Regulated Nurses of Manitoba boards, and the University of Manitoba Research Ethics
Board.

Bagiah Yesufu, MPH, CCRP, Projects Coordinator, Community Relations, Community Oncology Program, CancerCare Manitoba

Meagan Molchan has been the Director of the Interdisciplinary Health and Community Services Simulation Centre at RRC
Polytech since it opened in 2024. She leads a team of driven simulationists who all have the common goal of moving healthcare
education forward through simulation. With a background in research and quality, Meagan and her team strive to push the
boundaries of what simulation can do. Touching on topics such as healthcare burnout, gender-diverse care and racism in the
healthcare system, Meagan and the Sim Centre team use simulation to prepare learners to seamlessly translate their learning
into their practice.

Allyson Cooper is the energetic and innovative Simulation Education Manager at Red River College Polytechnic in Winnipeg,
where she brings a wealth of experience and passion to the field of nursing education. Before her exciting role at RRC Polytech,
Allyson spent 14 years as a nurse in the NICU at Children’s Hospital in Winnipeg, providing critical care to newborns. She’s no
stranger to leadership, having served as Chair of Simulation and Labs for the Faculty of Nursing at RRC Polytech and as a Nurse
Educator in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. Allyson has also spearheaded impactful projects like the ACoRN (Acute Care of
at-Risk Newborns) implementation initiative in Manitoba and has worked as Nurse Coordinator for post-graduate medical
education and Nurse Educator for the Internationally Educated Nurses program.

Holding a master’s degree in nursing with a focus on nursing education from the University of Victoria, Allyson’s research
interests are deeply rooted in high-fidelity simulation, where she’s dedicated to using cutting-edge tech to elevate learning
experiences. When she’s not shaping the future of nursing education, Allyson is a passionate advocate for advancing healthcare
and ensuring that the next generation of students is equipped with the skills they need to succeed!

Jodi Hyman, RN, BScN, CON (C), graduated with a Diploma in Nursing in 1994 and with her BSc in Cancer Nursing in 2001 from
the Institute of Cancer Research in London, UK. She has enjoyed working her entire career in Oncology for the past 30 years

both nationally and internationally including England, Australia and Manitoba. She was the recipient of the 2013 Boehringer
Ingelheim Canadian Oncology Nurse of the Year Award and the 2008 Award for Clinical Excellence —South Eastern Sydney,
llliwara Health — New South Wales, Australia. She has been employed at Cancer Care Manitoba (CCMB) since her return to Canada
in 2008; and has been working as the Nurse Educator for the Systemic Therapy and Community Oncology Program for the past
12 years.



Keynote

Living with Cancer: Navigating the Experience and Care Journey

Presenters

Stephanie Lelond, RN, MN, CHPCN(C)
Clinical Nurse Specialist, Early Palliative Care in Advanced Cancers, CancerCare Manitoba

Jocelyn Baker, Deputy Minister, Environment and Climate Change, Province of Manitoba
Patient and Family Advisor for Cancercare Manitoba

Wendy Scherger, Guest Speaker

Learning Objectives
At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

«  Describe the key emotional, psychosocial, and practical barriers faced by oncology patients, in order to enhance
empathy and patient advocacy in daily practice. (Communicator, Health Advocate)

«  Discuss current gaps in patient-provider communication and care coordination from the patient’s perspective to identify
areas for clinical quality improvement. (Leader, Collaborator)

Biographical Sketch

Jocelyn Baker has experience both as a cancer patient and as a primary caregiver for family members navigating a diagnosis.
She has served as a Patient & Family Advisor for 3 years.

Wendy Scherger is a stage 4 pancreatic cancer patient who was diagnosed in June 2026 at the age of 61. After a successful 34-
year career in Human Resources at Manitoba Hydro, Wendy retired in 2020. In retirement, she enjoyed traveling the world with
her husband, Dan, playing in ladies’ league golf, bowling, spending time at their cottage in Lac du Bonnet, and cheering on the
Jets and Blue Bombers. While her diagnosis has introduced new challenges, Wendy continues to live a full, social, and active life.
She spends her time with her wonderful family—Dan, their three children, daughter-in-law, and granddaughter—as well as her
four-legged best friend, Maggie, and many close friends. Whether at the lake, on the golf course, or navigating active treatment,
Wendy remains engaged. She is participating in the conference to share her first-hand perspective as a patient, with the goal of
helping clinicians and care teams better understand the lived experience of those receiving cancer treatment today.




Countering Medical Misinformation on Social Media

Presenter

Dr. Jonathan Laxton, MD, FRCPC
Assistant Professor of Medicine Max Rady College of Medicine

Learning Objectives
At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

Identify common patterns and sources of medical and cancer misinformation rampant on online platforms. (Medical
Expert)

Describe effective communication strategies and evidence-based tools to address and debunk healthcare
misinformation with patients. (Communicator)

Discuss the physician’s role in advocating for accurate health literacy and resource mobilization within digital
communities. (Health Advocate)

Biographical Sketch

Dr. Jonathan Laxton is a General Internist with extensive experience combating medical misinformation on social media, a focus
that began during the COVID-19 pandemic. He has volunteered with the World Health Organization (WHO) and Team Halo to
provide accurate, evidence-based information regarding the pandemic and COVID-19 vaccination.




Friday, September 25, 2026

General Plenary Sessions
Rectal Cancer: A Team Sport - Integrating Surgery, Radiation and Medical
Oncology

Presenter

Dr. David J. Hochman, MD, FRCSC, FASCRS(I), FACS
= Associate Professor of Surgery, Max Rady College of Medicine, University of Manitoba
' Colon and Rectal Surgeon

L -".TI-:._.
Learning Objectives
At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

«  Outline contemporary multimodal treatment pathways for rectal cancer, integrating surgical techniques,
radiation oncology protocols, and centralized care models. (Medical Expert)

- Describe strategies to enhance the collaboration and communication between surgical, radiation, and medical
oncology teams to streamline patient care transitions. (Collaborator)

Biographical Sketch

Dr. David Hochman is a Colorectal and General Surgeon and Associate Professor of Surgery at the University of Manitoba's Max
Rady College of Medicine. After graduating from the University of Manitoba in 2000, he completed General Surgery residency at
the University of Alberta and a Colon and Rectal Surgery Fellowship at the Mayo Clinic. He returned to Winnipeg in 2006, where
he practices as a Colorectal surgeon and Malignant Disease Specialist with CancerCare Manitoba. From 2008-2018, Dr. Hochman
served as Site Medical Director of Surgery and Section Lead of General Surgery at Victoria General Hospital, later serving as
interim Chief Medical Officer. He represented Manitoba with the Canadian Partnership Against Cancer, contributing to the Pan-
Canadian Standards for Rectal Cancer Surgery. During COVID-19, he served on Manitoba'’s Diagnostic and Surgical Backlog Task
Force, co-chairing its General Surgery Subcommittee. Dr. Hochman has served on the various community boards including the
Royal Winnipeg Ballet and BB Camp Kenora. Deeply committed to education, mentorship, research, and surgical innovation, he is
actively involved in undergraduate and postgraduate surgical education. His recognitions include the General Surgery Teaching
Excellence Award and the Manitoba Medical Students’ Association Patient Advocacy Award.




Systemic and Targeted Therapy Updates: Later-line Options for Metastatic
Colorectal Cancer

Presenter

Benjamin Goldenberg, MD, FRCPC
Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

Learning Objectives
At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

«  Outline later-line systemic treatment options for metastatic colorectal cancer, including the roles of monoclonal
antibodies and emerging antibody-drug conjugates (ADCs). (Medical Expert)

« ldentify the necessary evidence-based clinical criteria used to identify eligible patients to determine appropriate
sequencing for these advanced targeted therapies. (Medical Expert)

Biographical Sketch

Dr Goldenberg is a GI medical oncologist and Chair of the Gl Disease Site Group at CancerCare Manitoba.

He grew up in Winnipeg and completed medical school and Internal Medicine at the University of Manitoba before heading
to BC Cancer for medical oncology training and then Toronto for an advanced clinical fellowship and Health Services Masters
courses at Princess Margaret Cancer Centre and UofT.

7

He has now been back in Winnipeg with his young family for a staggering 10 years and is wholly dedicated to improving the
patient experience for all Manitobans with gastrointestinal cancers.




Central Intake Endoscopy and GI Wait Times:
Navigating the Request Process

Presenter

Dr. Dana Moffatt, MD, FRCPC
WRHA Medical Director Endoscopic Services

Learning Objectives

At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

Explain the request and referral process for Central Intake Endoscopy to optimize system navigation and patient access
to care. (Medical Expert)

List clinical triage criteria used to appropriately prioritize and manage patients requiring endoscopic procedures.
(Leader)




Genetic and Genomic Testing in GI Oncology:
Interpreting Molecular Results and Treatment Guidelines

Presenter
Dr. Paul C. Park, MD, PhD
Molecular Pathologist, Adjunct Scientist, CancerCare Manitoba Research Institute
Assistant Professor, Department of Pathology, Rady Faculty of Health Sciences
Learning Objectives

At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

Identify some key molecular biomarkers and genetic alterations in gastrointestinal oncology required to interpret
genomic testing results. (Medical Expert)

Describe how current molecular treatment guidelines are used to select targeted therapies and personalize clinical
management plans based on patient-specific genetic results. (Medical Expert)




Hepatobiliary, Pancreatic, and Gallbladder Cancers:
Clinical Treatment Updates

Presenter

r Dr. Paul Daeninck, MD, MSc, FRCPC
Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

Learning Objectives

At the end of the session, participants will be able to:
Outline current clinical treatment pathways and updates for hepatobiliary, pancreatic, and gallbladder cancers. (Medical
Expert)

Describe key diagnostic criteria and staging protocols used to determine the most appropriate therapeutic
interventions for these advanced malignancies. (Medical Expert)

Biographical Sketch

Dr. Paul Daeninck is a medical oncologist and pain and symptom specialist with CancerCare Manitoba. His clinical interests
include pain and symptom management due to cancer or its treatments, palliative and end of life care, and chemotherapy for
gastrointestinal cancers. Dr. Daeninck has research interests in palliative medicine and supportive oncology and is also involved
in undergraduate and postgraduate medical education through the Rady School of Medicine at the University of Manitoba.




Overview of Immunotherapy for Advanced Colorectal Cancer

Presenter

Dr. Christina A. Kim, MD, FRCPC
Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba,
Associate Professor, University of Manitoba

Learning Objectives
At the end of the session, participants will be able to:
+  Identify the specific clinical indications and patient populations where immunotherapy is highly effective in Stage IV
colon cancer. (Medical Expert)

- Distinguish between the efficacy, safety profiles, and clinical outcomes of single-agent immunotherapy versus dual
combination immunotherapy. (Medical Expert)

Biographical Sketch

Dr. Christina A. Kim is an expert in the diagnosis and management of gastrointestinal and breast cancers. She is passionate
about asking clinical questions which drive research to improve care and quality of life for patients and families facing a

cancer diagnosis. Dr. Kim has a particular interest in pancreatic cancer, including real world treatment patterns, outcomes,
chemotherapy-related toxicity, quality of life and early palliative care. Dr Kim established the Early Palliative Care initiative

for Manitobans facing a new diagnosis of advanced pancreas and hepatobiliary cancer. She has served as clinical lead for this
initiative since 2021. She is also the co-founder of Manitoba’s innovative Hereditary Gastrointestinal Clinic and research registry.




CancerCare Manitoba Prevention & Screening Updates

Presenter

Kyra Gawalko, MPA, Education and Prevention Lead, Prevention & Screening Programs,
CancerCare Manitoba

Kathy Bumstead, ACR, Screening Operations Manager, Prevention & Screening Programs,
CancerCare Manitoba

Laura Coulter, Screening Programs Manager, Prevention & Screening Programs, CancerCare
Manitoba

Learning Objectives

At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

Outline the updated provincial criteria and clinical pathways for gastrointestinal (Gl) cancer screening in Manitoba.
(Medical Expert)

Apply evidence-based screening guidelines and communication strategies to address patient eligibility, risk factors, and
navigation within the provincial Gl screening program. (Health Advocate)

Biographical Sketch

Kyra Gawalko, In her role as Education and Prevention lead with CancerCare Manitoba’s Prevention and Screening Department,
Kyra gets to work with an amazing group of Health Educators who are always finding new ways to reach and engage with
Manitobans. Kyra's work in cancer prevention began over 15 years ago, where her public education focus was on ultraviolet
radiation and commercial tobacco. Over the past few years, she has greatly enjoyed expanding her knowledge of the
relationship between cancer and movement, alcohol, and most recently, food.

Laura Coulter has been with CancerCare since 2008. As Screening Program Manager she oversees the ColonCheck and
CervixCheck cancer screening programs. She are honored to play a role in improving health outcomes for all Manitobans
through advancing cancer screening awareness, are reducing the barriers for equitable participation across the province.

Kathy Bumstead, as the Screening Operations Manager with Prevention and Screening at CCMB, Kathy Bumstead’s primary role
includes the delivery of services within BreastCheck, the provincial breast cancer screening program. Having previously worked
as a mammography technologist, she truly enjoys her work in cancer screening.




Systemic Therapy Updates in Melanoma and Advanced Skin Cancers: Navigating
Immunotherapy (PD-L1), Targeted Therapies, and Combination Treatments for
Stage IV Management.

Non-Melanoma Skin Cancers (NMSC): Systemic Therapy Updates and
Management Strategies for Advanced Squamous Cell Carcinoma (SCC) and Basal
Cell Carcinoma (BCC)

Presenter

Dr. Ralph Wong, PW., B.Sc., MD, FRCPC
Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

Learning Objectives

At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

Outline current systemic therapy advancements in melanoma and advanced skin cancers, including the clinical
applications of immunotherapy (PD-L1), targeted therapies, and combination treatments for Stage IV management.
(Medical Expert)

List some evidence-based guidelines and patient factors used to determine the most effective selection and sequencing
of these systemic treatment modalities. (Medical Expert)

At the end of the session, participants will be able to:
Outline current systemic therapy updates and management strategies for advanced squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) and
basal cell carcinoma (BCC). (Medical Expert)

Apply evidence-based guidelines to identify eligible patients and determine appropriate treatment pathways for
advanced non-melanoma skin cancers. (Medical Expert)

Biographical Sketch



Research Poster Presentation

Presenters

Bruce Barrientos: “Modeling Early T-cell Precursor Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ETP-ALL)
Using Engineered Human Cord Blood CD34+ and Progenitors”

Supervisor: Dr Jody Haigh

Vikas Kumar Pandey: “Use of 3D-PrintedBolus and immobilization devices in testicular lymphoma
radiotherapy: A retrospective Dosimetric and Technical Feasibility Study”

Supervisors: Dr. Arbind Dubey and Dr. Vibhay Pareek

Ovini Amarasinghe: “Defining chemotherapy-induced stress response in T-cell Acute
Lymphoblastic Leukemia”

Supervisor: Dr. Cedric Tremblay




Indigenous Plenary Session
From Supporting Others Through Displacement to Experiencing Loss:
An Indigenous Perspective on Cancer Care in a Changing Climate

Presenter

Chantal Wahteeshkin, BN, RN
Director of Indigenous Health, CancerCare Manitoba

Learning Objectives

At the end of the session, participants will be able to:
Describe the unique impacts of climate change, wildfires, and forced displacement on Indigenous individuals and
communities, focusing on co-occurring health and social challenges. (Health Advocate)

Apply culturally supportive, trauma-informed strategies to assist displaced individuals and address community needs
during environmental crises. (Communicator)

Biographical Sketch

Chantal Wahteeshkin (she/her) is Anishinaabe from Namaygoosisagagun First Nation on Robinson-Superior Treaty Territory

and Rivyayr Roozh Michif from St. Laurent, Manitoba on Treaty One Territory and the National Homeland of the Red River Métis.
Chantal is a Registered Nurse who joined CancerCare Manitoba in March 2024 as the organization’s first Indigenous Nurse
Navigator. In her two years as the INN, Chantal supported First Nations, Inuit and Métis relatives across Manitoba and the Kivalliq
Region of Nunavut throughout the cancer continuum, ensuring their perspectives and priorities were meaningfully incorporated
into every step of the journey. In May 2026, Chantal transitioned into her current role as CancerCare Manitoba’s first Director of
Indigenous Health where she will guide Indigenous Health initiatives throughout the organization.




Breakout

AT Scribes in Family Physician in Oncology (FPO) Settings: Practical Experience
and Implementation

Presenter

Dr. Erika Moller, MB.Ch.B. DA(SA) CCFP
Family Physician in Oncology, WMCC

Learning Objectives
At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

Define the role of ambient Al scribing technology in the Family Physician in Oncology (FPO) setting, including how it
differs from general primary care documentation. (Medical Expert)

Describe the practical workflow of implementing an Al scribe during oncology-focused consultations, including pre-visit
setup, real-time documentation, and post-visit review and editing. (Collaborator)

Identify key benefits observed in clinical practice, such as reduced documentation burden, improved clinician presence
with patients, and enhanced capture of complex oncology-related information (e.g. treatment plans, side effects,
advance care discussions). (Medical Expert, Communicator)

Recognize limitations and challenges specific to FPO, including managing sensitive end-of-life conversations, accuracy
with specialized oncology terminology, and integration with electronic medical records. (Communicator)

Discuss privacy, consent, and medico-legal considerations relevant to using Al scribes with oncology patients, including
data security, patient awareness, and provincial regulatory requirements. (Communicator)

Biographical Sketch

Dr. Erika Moller has been a FPO since 2022 and works at Brandon CCP/ Western Manitoba cancer center. She graduated in 1996 in
South Africa, obtained a diploma in Anaesthesiology in 1998, and emigrated to Canada in 2000.




Referral Process Update: New Referral Forms and Guidelines

Presenter

Malia Cruz, MBA, RN
Director of Patient Services, Central Referral Office

-
2

Learning Objectives

At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

«  Outline the updated provincial referral criteria and clinical guidelines to accurately determine which oncology patients
require specialist consultation at CancerCare Manitoba (CCMB). (Medical Expert)

«  Apply streamlined referral workflows and documentation requirements to minimize triage delays and ensure timely
access to appropriate oncological care. (Collaborator)

Biographical Sketch

Malia Cruz, MBA, RN is a healthcare leader with a background in critical care nursing, patient services, and healthcare
improvement. As Director of Patient Services & Clinical Innovation, she works with clinical and operational teams to support
patient-centered care, strengthen service delivery, and advance quality improvement initiatives. Her experience in critical

care provided a strong foundation in caring for patients with complex needs and navigating the challenges of fast-paced
healthcare environments. Throughout her career, she has taken on progressive leadership roles focused on team development,
collaboration, and supporting improvements in care and patient experience. Malia holds a Master of Business Administration
with a specialty in Innovation Leadership and is a Registered Nurse. Her combined clinical and leadership experience informs her
approach to healthcare planning, service improvement, and organizational change that is equitable, innovative, and responsive
to the needs of patients, families, and communities.




Oncology Emergencies — GI Focus

Presenter

Dr. Mark Kristjanson, MD, CCFP
Clinician, Urgent Cancer Care, CancerCare Manitoba

Learning Objectives
At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

Develop and list an appropriately detailed differential diagnosis for a patient with cancer presenting with the following
symptoms, alone or in combination: nausea; vomiting; abdominal pain; constipation and/or diarrhea; abdominal
distension; peritonism; Gl bleeding. (Medical Expert)

Distinguish between ischemic, autoimmune and infectious colitis. (Medical Expert)

Describe the differences the following situations make to the management of a bowel obstruction: large vs. small
bowel; complete vs. incomplete; palliative vs. curative; closed loop. (Medical Expert).

Biographical Sketch

Dr. Mark Kristjanson is a family physician who has enjoyed considerably the privilege of working with the outstanding team in
CancerCare Manitoba’s Urgent Cancer Care clinic since its inception in 2013. He had the real pleasure of serving as Medical Lead
for Primary Care in the Community Oncology Program from 2013- 2022. He rounds weekly at St. Amant’s “Health & Transition
Services” building where, since 2012, he has attended a ward of severely and profoundly developmentally disabled adults.

Dr. Kristjanson was the attending physician at Jocelyn House Hospice for 27 years. He taught in the Family Medicine Residency
Program of the University of Manitoba’s Department of Family Medicine from 2003 through 2012, prior to which time he enjoyed
private practice in a variety of rural and urban settings. He looks forward to spending a lot more time with his better half,
Sangita, and with their children and grandchildren upon his retirement in December this year.




Basics of Ostomy Care for Residents in Manitoba

Presenters

Bonita Yarjau, RN, BN, NSWOC
Specializes in Wound, Ostomy and Continence (NSWOC), Health Sciences Centre, Winnipeg

Jamie Garcia-Vendivil, RN, BN
Enterostomal Therapist, Health Sciences Centre, Winnipeg

Learning Objectives
At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

Describe basic ostomy care. (Medical Expert)

Identify where MB residents living with an ostomy can obtain basic ostomy supplies. (Health Advocate)

Explain the use of abdominal binders for prevention and management of parastomal hernias. (Medical Expert)
Identify where abdominal binders are accessible. (Health Advocate)

Describe the financial support available to Manitoba residents to get and abdominal binder. (Health Advocate).

Biographical Sketch

Bonita Yarjau graduated from the nursing diploma program at Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg in 1982. In 1992, she
completed a Bachelor of Nursing degree at the University of Manitoba. In that same year, she went to Minneapolis, Minnesota to
obtain her certificate in Enterostomal Therapy - a nursing specialty in ostomies, wounds, and continence. Bonita was coordinator
of the Enterostomal Therapy program at Health Sciences Centre from 1995 to 2024. More recently this nursing specialty name
was changed by the Canadian Association to Nurses that Specialize in Wounds, Ostomy and Continence (NSWOC). Bonita has
presented on ostomies at a local, provincial, national and international level. She was a member of several national advisory
boards to help improve the development of ostomy products. Bonita has been involved in research and development of
guidelines related to ostomies. Today, she is retired (since 2024) but continues to work on a casual basis as an NSWOC at Health
Sciences Centre in Winnipeg.




Future Landscape of Systemic Therapy in Colorectal Cancer:
Emerging Therapies and the Evolving Standard of Care

Presenter

Marc Geirnaert, BScPharm, BCOP, FCAPhO, MSc (Pharm Econ),
Director Provincial Oncology Drug Program

Learning Objectives
At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

«  Outline emerging systemic therapies and the evolving standards of care in colorectal cancer (CRC), focusing on novel
biomarker-driven targeted regimens, antibody-drug conjugates, and multi-agent combination therapies. (Medical
Expert)

«  Apply molecular profiling data and clinical trial evidence to personalize treatment sequencing and therapeutic selection
for patients with advanced or metastatic colorectal cancer. (Medical Expert)

Biographical Sketch

Marc Geirnaert, BScPharm, BCOP, FCAPhO, is the Director of the Provincial Oncology Drug Program at CancerCare Manitoba.
Marc’s main interests include introduction of novel treatments for cancer, immunology and finding efficiencies within cancer
treatment protocols.




Specific Toxicities:
Cutaneous (skin) toxicities from EGFR and BRAF/MEK inhibitors

Presenter

' QE‘I_' E

Ronald Scott Groen, BSc Pharm, Senior Pharmacist
Practice Development and Education, CancerCare Manitoba

Learning Objectives

At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

Describe the characteristic clinical presentations, grading criteria, and underlying mechanisms of cutaneous toxicities
induced by EGFR and BRAF/MEK inhibitors. (Medical Expert)

Apply evidence-based supportive care protocols, topical treatments, and dose-modification strategies in the
management of treatment-limiting dermatological adverse effects in oncology patients. (Medical Expert).




When Emotions Run High: Psychosocial Approaches to Relational Care

Psychosocial Aspects of Living Long Term with Advanced Cancer and Ongoing
Systemic Treatment

Presenters

Meg Pfeifer, BSW, RSW
Psychosocial Oncology Clinician, CancerCare Manitoba

Marina Di Curzio, BA, BScPN, RPN
Psychosocial Oncology Clinician, Hope and Healing Program, CancerCare Manitoba

Learning Objectives

At the end of the session, participants will be able to:
Recognize how emotional distress may present during clinical interactions. (Communicator)
Describe relational approaches for supporting patients and families during challenging interactions. (Communicator)
Apply practical communication strategies to support patients and families experiencing emotional distress or

disengagement from care. (Communicator)

At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

Describe the psychosocial experience of living long term with advanced cancer and ongoing systemic treatment.
(Communicator)

Explore how patients cope with their experiences over time. (Health Advocate)

Apply practical approaches to support patients and families navigating the psychosocial aspects of living long term
with advanced cancer and ongoing treatment. (Communicator)




Biographical Sketch

Meg Pfeifer received her Bachelor of Social Work from Booth University College in February 2024. Shortly thereafter, she
registered with the Manitoba College of Social Work. It had always been her dream to work in healthcare when she began

her studies at Booth. While earning her degree, her experience was primarily in geriatric and palliative care, with CancerCare
Psychosocial Oncology remaining her ultimate career goal. Her passion is ensuring that every person who receives a diagnosis,
as well as every family member supporting them, knows they are not alone, that their feelings are valid, and that they receive
the help they need.

Marina Di Curzio is a Psychosocial Oncology Clinician at CancerCare Manitoba, where she provides counselling and
psychosocial support to individuals and families affected by cancer. With a background in Psychology and Psychiatric
Nursing, she has over 10 years of experience supporting individuals and families across a range of mental health and
community settings. Marina is currently completing a Master of Public Health at the University of Manitoba, where
she is expanding her knowledge of health equity, health promotion, and systems-level approaches to improving
care. She is passionate about advancing equitable, holistic, and person-centred care that reflects the diverse needs of
individuals, families, and communities.




Research and Nutrition Plenary

Modulating Host Immunity in Metastatic Melanoma — Our Search for Improved
Therapies

Presenter

Dr. Chi Yan, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Immunology, University of Manitoba;
Scientist, Paul Albrechtsen Research Institute, CancerCare Manitoba

Learning Objectives

At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

+  Outline current clinical trial updates and emerging research initiatives in Melanoma within CancerCare Manitoba.
(Medical Expert)

- List some eligible patient criteria and referral pathways to integrate relevant clinical trials into patient management
plans. (Health Advocate)

Biographical Sketch

Dr. Chi Yan is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Immunology at the University of Manitoba and a Scientist in
Translational Cancer Immunotherapy at CancerCare Manitoba. He completed his PhD training in tumor immunology at
Dalhousie University and Postdoctoral training at Vanderbilt University (in Nashville) of translational cancer therapies with a
focus on preclinical tumor models, targeted and immuno-therapies, patient-derived platforms and multi-omics data science.

In 2023, Dr. Yan established his independent laboratory at Vanderbilt University, where his group developed preclinical systems
to dissect immune-tissue signaling networks and mechanisms of immunotherapy resistance. Dr. Yan's research centers on
defining rational combination strategies forimmunotherapy-refractory solid tumors. His preclinical work directly informed an
ongoing investigator-initiated Phase Il clinical trial combining RAS-pathway inhibition with immune checkpoint blockade in
metastatic melanoma. His program is supported by Lloyd Foundation Career Development Award and NIH R01-funded projects.
In the summer of 2025, he relocated his laboratory to the University of Manitoba and CancerCare Manitoba, expanding these
platforms and building a comprehensive translational pipeline that integrates preclinical tumor models of melanoma and breast
cancer, biobanking, patient-derived organoids, spatial and single-cell technologies. In June 2026, Dr. Yan received the prestigious
Allen Rouse Career Development Research Award from the Manitoba Medical Service Foundation to accelerate precision
oncology platforms and expand translational research access for patients across the province. Dr. Yan’s laboratory aims to bridge
mechanistic discovery with clinical translation and develop immune-based strategies for patients with limited therapeutic
options.




Not All Diarrhea is the Same
Nutritional Strategies for Managing Diarrhea in Lower GI Cancers

Presenters

Robin Chambers, RD
Oncology Dietitian, CancerCare Manitoba

Stacey Nickol, RD
Oncology Dietitian, CancerCare Manitoba

Learning Objectives

At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

«  ldentify common causes and nutritional consequences of diarrhea following lower Gl cancer surgery and treatment.
(Medical Expert)

«  Describe evidence-based nutrition strategies for managing surgery and treatment-related diarrhea. (Medical Expert)

«  Apply anindividualized approach to nutrition care that supports hydration, nutritional status, bowel function and
quality of life. (Medical Expert).

Biographical Sketch

Robin Chambers holds a Bachelor of Human Ecology from the University of Manitoba and completed her dietetic internship at
the Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg. She is a Registered Dietitian and a member of the College of Dietitians of Manitoba.
Robin joined the Nutrition Services team at CancerCare Manitoba nearly 23 years ago, bringing previous experience in private
practice. She provides nutrition care to patients across all disease site groups, with a primary focus on the Gl Disease Site Group,
including colorectal, pancreatic, cholangiocarcinoma, liver, gastric, and neuroendocrine cancers. Robin is passionate about
supporting patients with evidence-based nutrition care throughout their cancer journey. She also has a special interest in cancer
survivorship and has been a regular presenter for the Moving Forward After Cancer Wellness program.

Stacey Nickol is a Registered Dietitian and a member of the College of Dietitians of Manitoba. She holds a Bachelor of Science

in Human Nutritional Sciences from the University of Manitoba and completed her dietetic internship through the WRHA with
the Manitoba Partnership Dietetic Education Program (MPP). Stacey has been employed as a dietitian for over 18 years and has
worked in a variety of settings, including acute care, intensive care, surgical care, post-acute neurosurgery, pain clinic, Hip & Knee
prehabilitation, and Home Enteral Nutrition. Stacey joined the CancerCare Manitoba team four years ago and provides nutrition
care to patients across all disease site groups. Stacey is passionate about preventing, detecting, and treating malnutrition. She
was part of a national research project with the Canadian Malnutrition Task Force (CMTF) which focused on improving nutrition
culture in Canadian hospitals. Stacey and her colleagues are advocating to implement best nutrition care strategies to address
malnutrition at CancerCare Manitoba.



Short Snappers

Cancer Prevention Strategies in GI Oncology: Reviewing Evidence-Based
Prevention, Red Meat Consumption, and Lifestyle Factors

Presenter

Dr. Adolfo Ayala Torres, MD
Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

Learning Objectives
At the end of the session, participants will be able to:

«  Quantify colorectal cancer risk attributable to red and processed meat consumption, and translate this risk into intake
thresholds that can be communicated to patients. (Health Advocate)

« ldentify the modifiable lifestyle factors with the strongest evidence for reducing Gl cancer risk, and estimate the
population-level impact of addressing them in practice. (Health Advocate)

Biographical Sketch

Dr. Adolfo Ayala Torres is a Medical Oncology Fellow at the University of Manitoba and CancerCare Manitoba in Winnipeg. He
holds a Medical Oncology Diploma from the University of Guadalajara, Mexico, and brings international clinical experience,
having served as a Lead Medical Oncologist in Tijuana, Mexico, prior to continuing his fellowship training in Canada. His primary
subspecialty focus encompasses both gastrointestinal and melanoma oncology. He is an advocate for optimizing immune-
checkpoint inhibitor regimens and advancing evidence-based systemic therapies. Dr. Ayala Torres is actively engaged in research
initiatives, including an implementation assessment of early palliative care and the Manitoba Cutaneous Cancer Initiatives
investigating real-world outcomes and immunotherapy resistance. He is passionate about multidisciplinary collaborative care
and improving patient-reported outcomes.




The Future of AT in Manitoba’s Oncology Landscape: Current Applications,
Future Potential, and Provincial Progress

Presenter

Dr. Bharath Gangadharaiah, MD
Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

Learning Objectives

At the end of the session, participants will be able to:
Outline the current applications and future potential of artificial intelligence within Manitoba’s oncology landscape to
enhance diagnostic accuracy, treatment planning, and administrative efficiency. (Medical Expert)

Describe the provincial progress, infrastructure readiness, and systemic challenges associated with integrating Al
technologies safely into Manitoba’s oncology workflows. (Leader)

Biographical Sketch

Dr. Bharath Gangadharaiah is a Medical Oncologist at CancerCare Manitoba. His clinical practice includes the management
of breast, gastrointestinal, and genitourinary malignancies. He has a growing interest in incorporating artificial intelligence
into cancer care delivery and in developing Al-driven clinical research. He is also actively involved in clinical trials and remains
committed to delivering evidence-based, patient-centered cancer care.




Trends in Early-Onset Cancers: Addressing Rising Incidence and Evolving
Treatment Options for Younger Populations

Presenter

Dr. Andrea Soriano, MSc, MD, PGY5 Medical Oncology Resident, Department of Hematology and
Medical Oncology, CancerCare Manitoba

Learning Objectives
At the end of the session, participants will be able to:
«  Describe the rising epidemiological trends and potential risk factors associated with the increasing incidence of early-
onset cancers in younger populations. (Medical Expert)

«  Apply adapted clinical evaluation, age-specific treatment protocols, and long-term survivorship strategies to address
the distinct biological and psychosocial needs of younger oncology patients. (Medical Expert).

Biographical Sketch

Dr. Andrea Soriano is a PGY5 Medical Oncology resident at the University of Manitoba. She completed her undergraduate
degree in Microbiology and MSc in Virology at the University of Manitoba, followed by her medical degree (MD). Her training has
fostered a strong commitment to patient-centred, evidence-based cancer care, with particular interests in real-world evidence
and quality improvement. During residency, Dr. Soriano has gained experience caring for patients across a broad range of
malignancies while remaining actively involved in clinical research and medical education.
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Conference Goals and Objectives

The Provincial Cancer Care Conference (previously known as Community Cancer Care Conference) is the largest
annual oncology-focused program for healthcare professionals in Manitoba. It is a popular event annually, with
typically over 200 individuals attending what has become the best local networking and learning event for the
oncology community.

The target audience of this education program includes family physicians in oncology, nurses, pharmacists, nurse
navigators and psychosocial oncology clinicians from around the province; who have consistently highlighted
the excellent quality of this professional development event.

The goals of this educational program are to:

Review up to date diagnosis and treatment strategies for patients with cancer in response to the learning
needs of the target audience and CancerCare Manitoba’s clinical priorities. (Medical Expert, Scholar)

Provide a forum for interactive discussion among urban and rural Manitoba health care professionals
working in Oncology. (Communicator, Collaborator)

Offer a high-quality professional development event to better equip oncology healthcare professionals
around the province to care for their patients. (Scholar)

éﬁ CancerCare Manitoba
ActionCancerManitoba



2026 Content Committee

Dr. Benjamin Goldenberg, Chair, Gastrointestinal Disease Site Group, CancerCare Manitoba
Cathy Schwindst, Director of Patient Services, Systemic Therapy Program, CancerCare Manitoba
Cheryl Dizon-Reynante, Clinical Lead, Psychosocial Oncology, CancerCare Manitoba

Chris Vargek, Manager of Patient Services, Systemic Therapy Program, CancerCare Manitoba
Elvira Planincic, Registered Nurse, Victoria General Hospital / CancerCare Manitoba

Harry Luc, Projects and Education Coordinator, CancerCare Manitoba

Jodi Hyman, Nurse Educator, Systemic Therapy Program, CancerCare Manitoba

Dr. Justin Rivard, MD, FRCSC, Surgical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

Kristie Morydz, Nurse Practitioner, CancerCare Manitoba

Lesley Baldry, Health Educator, CancerCare Manitoba Screening Programs

Lisa Havixbeck, Pharmacist, CancerCare Manitoba

Louise Cooney, Pharmacist, Brandon Regional Health Centre, Prairie Mountain Health

Marina Di Curzio, Psychosocial Oncology Clinician, Hope and Healing Program, CancerCare Manitoba

Dr. Pamela Hebbard, Lead, Surgical Oncology, CancerCare Manitoba

Dr. Tunji Fatoye, Department Head, Primary Care Oncology, CancerCare Manitoba
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Credits by Session

Block & Name

Presentation

Starting Time

Credits
offered

Credit
claimed

Thursday, September 24, 2026

bursday _ Conference Workshop Part 1 (90 mins) 12:30 - 14:00 1.50
;Ol;Ls;hz:)yF;mteractlve Nutrition Break and Display Exhibition 14:00 - 14:20
Conference Workshop Part 2 (90 mins) 14:20 - 15:50 1.50
Break in Program - Plenary Room 15:50 - 17:00
Break Mocktail Changeover
reak, Mocktail, . .
Dinner Mocktail Reception (No Alcohol) & 17:00 - 18:00
Research Posters
Dinner 18:00-19:20
Patleth Perspectives: Navigating the 19:20 - 20:00
Experience and Care Journey
Keynote Introduction 20:00 - 20:05 150
Presentation i i isi i '
Cognterlng medical misinformation on 20:05 - 20:45
social media
Questions & Answers 20:45 - 20:55
Closing 20:55-21:00

Friday, September 25, 2026

Welcome and Introduction 07:10-07:30
Rectal Cancer: A Team Sport - Integrating ) )
Surgery, Radiation and Medical Oncology 07:30-07:45
Systemic and Targeted Therapy Updates:
Later-line Options for Metastatic Colorectal ) )
Cancer, Monoclonal Antibodies, and Anti- 07:45 - 08:00
body-Drug Conjugates (ADCs).
Cenjtral !ntake Endoscopy and Gl Wait Times: 08:00 - 08:15
General Plenary Navigating the Request Process 1.75
Sessions Genetic and Genomic Testing in GI Oncology:
Interpreting Molecular Results and 08:15 - 08:30
Treatment Guidelines
Hepatobiliary, Pancreatic, and Gallbladder ) .
Cancers: Clinical Treatment Updates 08:30 - 08:45
Overview of Immunotherapy for Advanced 0845 - 09:00
Colorectal Cancer
Questions & Answers 09:00 - 09:10
Nutrition Breaks and Displays - 30 mins 09:10 - 09:40




CancerCare Prevention & Screening Updates | 09:40 - 10:05
Systemic Therapy Updates in Melanoma
and Advanced Skin Cancers: Navigating
Immunotherapy (PD-L1), Targeted Therapies, | 10:05 - 10:25
and Combination Treatments for Stage IV
Management.
gee;(ie;aISPlenary Non-Melanoma Skin Cancers (NMSC): 1.50
Systemic Therapy Updates and Management
Strategies for Advanced Squamous Cell 10:05 - 10:25
Carcinoma (SCC) and Basal Cell Carcinoma
(BCQ).
Research Poster Presentation 10:05 - 10:25
Shared Question & Answer 11:00-11:15
Stretch Break - 10 mins 11:15-11:25
Climate Change and Wildfires: Supporting
Indlgenous Plenary Ind|V|duaI§ Facing Displacement and 1125 - 12:05 0.75
Session Co-occurring Challenges
Question and Answer
Lunch Break 12:05-13:05
Arrival to breakouts 13:05-13:10
Al Scribes in Family Physician in Oncology
(FPO) Settings: Practical Experience and 13:10 - 13:40 0.50
Implementation
FPO Breakout Break — 5 mins 13:40 - 13:45
Referra! Prc?cess Update: New Referral Forms 13:45 — 14:15 0.50
and Guidelines
Oncology Emergencies — Gl Focus 13:10 - 13:40
Nurse Breakout Bre;.ak -5 mins | ‘ 13:40 — 13:45
Ba5|§s of Ostomy care for residents in 13:45 — 14:15
Manitoba
Future Landscape of Systemic Therapy in
Colorectal Cancer: Emerging Therapiesand | 13:10 — 13:40
' the Evolving Standard of Care
Pharmacist Breakout | g o1~ 5 mins 13:40 - 13:45
Specific Toxicities: Cutaneous (skin) toxicities ) )
from EGFR and BRAF/MEK inhibitors 13:45 1415
When Emotions Run High: Psychosocial . .
Approaches to Relational Care 13:10-13:40
PSO Breakout Break — 5 mins 13:40 - 13:45
Psychosocial Aspects of Living Long Term
with Advanced Cancer and Ongoing 13:45 -14:15
Systemic Treatment
Nutrition Break & Displays 14:15-14:35




Modulating Host Immunity in Metastatic
Melanoma — Our Search for Improved
Therapies

Research and Question and Answer

14:35 - 14:55

0.75

Nutritional Strategies for Managing Diarrhea | 14:55 - 15:15
in Lower Gl cancers
Question and Answer

Cancer Prevention Strategies in Gl
Oncology: Reviewing Evidence-Based
Prevention, Red Meat Consumption, and
Lifestyle Factors

The Future of Al in Manitoba’s Oncology
Landscape: Current Applications, Future | 15:5-15:30 0.75
Potential, and Provincial Progress
Trends in Early-Onset Cancers:
Addressing Rising Incidence and

15:5-15:30

Short Snappers

Evolving Treatment Options for Younger 15:45-16:00
Populations
Question and Answer 16:00 - 16:10
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Phone: 1-844-320-4545
Mﬂ Fax: 204-786-0621
entrat nhererra ice
CONTﬁﬂ Us emergent referrals, call:

* HSC Paging 204-787-2071

Keeping Patients First at Every Step of the Referral Journey e iy RO St paging 2042372053
What We Do Want to Learn More About CRO Need Help Finding a Referral Form
Serve as the central point of access to Visit the CRO Booth to:

CCMB
* Connect with a CRO team member

Standardize and coordinate referral

management * Participate in an interactive activity

@ Facilitate timely and efficient patient * Graba complimentary treat

access SCAN ME

Complete referrals move patient care forward.

CCMB System Performance

Using high-quality metrics to support evidence-based decision-making.

What We Do:
e Regular routine reporting Crunch the qubers'
e Routine audits Fuel the Insights.
e Report development Win the Coffee!
¢ Ad hoc data requests Got a question about cancer care you'd
 Indicator development projects love to see on a dashboard?
e Project and process evaluation Stop by the System Performance Booth to
e Coordination of AOPSS (Patient Satisfaction Survey) submit a data request and enter a
e Dashboard and scorecard development draw for a $50 Tim Hortons Gift Card.
e and MORE!
L L B L . Interested in how data can
Your data-driven P I I support your work?
g e e Reach out to Carrie O'Conaill at
starts here g Splck E_ ’ CONTACT  coconaill@cancercare.mb.ca

us

Data are not just numbers—they are the foundation of better care, smarter planning, and a healthier Manitoba.




PREVENTION & SCREENING

Request a ColonCheck Test

Use the request form in your EMR for eligible patients.

%Camﬁ&am!\dammha
ActionCanceranitoba

.

ColonCheck ColonCheck

ColonCheck

Stay Informed

Get the latest Cancer Screening Guideline updates in your inbox.

screening@cancercare.mb.ca | cancercare.mb.ca/screening/hcp

% CancerCare Manitoba

ActionCancerManitoba
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Moving Forward
Transitions are key to patient safety and well-being

A patient’s last appointment at CancerCare Manitoba can be fraught with emotion.
The transition back to the primary care setting can be stressful. Similarly, a transition
to palliative care can be overwhelming for patients and their families. The Transitions
Initiative is focused on making the process seamless and less stressful for patients,
their families, and primary care providers. Ensuring patients, families and primary care
providers receive clear communication and transfer of information at pivotal cancer
transition points is vital.

CancerCare Manitoba'’s innovative Transitions Initiative is recognized across Canada
and internationally for work that is setting a new standard of care for cancer patients.
Transition information including provincial care recommendations are available for
Breast, Cervical, Colorectal, Leukemia, Lymphoma, Melanoma, Gynecological, Prostate,
Testicular, Uterine, and Advanced Cancer patients. Other groups are coming soon.

A specific resource for adolescent and young adult patients has also been developed
to address some of the challenges faced by this group at transition.

www.cancercare.mb.ca/followupcare

enliow 0P

=P« Lransitions
e Of Ca.r e

e e
g ts

www.movingforwardaftercancer.ca

s——

: Changing focus
Changing Focus [ g Y 4
Improving Advanced Cancer Transitions “'- sy -l" E

The Changing Focus, Living with Advanced Cancer initiative is
working to enhance communication and assist patients living with
advanced cancer and their caregivers transition to a palliative care
approach to care by creating care plans and implementing transitional
appointments.

At the transition appointment patients are provided booklets
containing information addressing general issues for all advanced
cancer patients such as symptom management, advance care
planning, as well as specific information for family/caregivers.

www.livingwithadvancedcancer.ca

For more information, P: 204-784-0210 E: transitions@cancercare.mb.ca
p]ease contact: CC16-825 Sherbrook St. WPG, MB, R3ATM5



About
CANO/ACIO

We ‘ an Mak e a Since 1985, CANO/ACIO has worked to advance cancer
care nursing through advocacy, collaboration, the
provision of practice resources, education, research, and

D i ﬂe re nce . leadership for the benefit of all people living in Canada.

CANO/ACIO’s vision is to be a recognized leader in

pursuing cancer care nursing excellence and improving
B I : A access and equity, nationally and internationally.
CANO/ACIO believes that:
All Canadians deserve access to comprehensive
oncology nursing care
The specialty of oncology nursing is an essential
] component throughout the cancer care trajectory

Evidence-informed care is the foundation for
excellence in cancer care nursing
r . . . CANO/ACIO is socially responsible, ethical and
Canada’s Only Organlzatlon Dedicated actively engaged in issues affecting cancer care
to Advancing Cancer Care Nursing Collaborative relationships and partnerships further
the health, well-being, and quality of life of all
people affected by cancer in Canada

1618 Station St, Vancouver

BC, V6A 1B6

P:604.874.4322 F:604.8744378
info@cano-acio.ca

Canadian Association of Nurses in Oncology

Association canadienne des infirmiéres en oncologie www. cano = a.Cio . ca



Thank You for
Passion & Commitment

CancerCare Manitoba Foundation extends our deepest gratitude for all
that you do.

Every day, you provide comfort and strength to patients and families, deliver
outstanding care, push the boundaries of new treatments, and move cancer
research forward. Because of your dedication, Manitobans facing cancer
receive not only the best treatment, but also hope and reassurance at a time
when they need it most.

The Foundation, alongside thousands of generous donors, are proud to
support you and truly grateful for the difference you make in countless lives.

g CancerCare Manitoba
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All funds raised stay in Manitoba. CanCercarefd n. mbca




AstraZenecaC?

Following the science
and working together

At AstraZeneca, we are driven
by our goal of eliminating
cancer as a cause of death.
Guided by science, we strive
to improve patient outcomes
with our innovative medicines,
so that people living with
cancer and their loved ones
have more time for the
moments that matter.

We collaborate with the
patient community, health
systems, leading institutions,

and governments to advance
equitable access to cancer
care for all Canadians
regardless of where they live.
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Focused on patients.
Driven by science.

Breakthroughs only matter when they reach the
people they're made for.

Their needs shape our science, our decisions, and
our solutions. From global programs to local
partnerships, we're breaking down barriers and
expanding access to the patients who need it most.

Explore how we're expanding access to lifesaving
medicines at merck.ca

AR
€9 MERCK

©2026 Merck & Co, Inc, Rahway, NJ, USA and its affiliates. All rights reserved.
CA-NON-04628




Creating a future
where disease Is a
thing of the past.

We are Johnson & Johnson. Bold thinkers. Big dreamers. Fearless advocates on
behalf of patients. So that one day, the world’s most daunting diseases will be found
only in the pages of history books. Learn more at innovativemedicine.jnj.com/canada.

The image depicted contains models and is being used for illustrative purposes only. Joh nson

19 Green Belt Drive | Toronto, Ontario | M3C 1L9 | innovativemedicine.jnjcom/canada &J h
© 2025 Johnson & Johnson and its affiliates. | All trademarks used under license. | CP-546599E O nson



OCSK

Undertaking
life’s most
serious health
challenges

Our innovative treatments tackle cancer,
HIV, infectious diseases, and respiratory
conditions. By uniting science, technology,
and talent, we're improving patient
outcomes and empowering Canadians
to live healthier, fuller lives.

With a commitment to positively impact
40 million lives worldwide by 2031 with
our specialty medicines, we're dedicated
to improving health outcomes on @
global scale.

Learn more at GSK.ca




A MEDICINE COMPANY
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HEALTHMARK

POWERED BY RICHARDS GROUP

1

BioScriptSolutions
More support for complex therapies.
] | o i |
BioScript is your partner in specialty care BioScript Pharmacies

providing integrated pharmacy and nursing in every province
services that help physicians support patients
with complex conditions.

Specializing in therapeutic areas such as:
oncology .neurology .immunology

Connect with your local

100+ Coverdale Clinics
across Canada

BioScript team.
Scan to get started today.




dh Bristol Myers Squibb’

Keeping
atlents at
2 center

F
s
1

X

Dedicated to
transforming cancer care

At Astellas, we are pioneering science to deliver the oncology medicines of tomorrow, targeting some of the most challenging
cancers with a sense of urgency and an unwavering determination to bring innovative medicines to the people who need them.

Stay up to date with Astellas

Scan the QR code and complete the form 7
to receive our latest news, and learn more about 11
our ongoing education programs, including aSte aS

available support and resources.

MAT-CA-NON-2026-00113 | 07/2026
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Gilead and Kite Oncology —
Creating the Future of Oncology

From antibody-drug conjugates and small molecules to
cell therapy-based approaches, our R&D programs and
partnerships are focused on changing the way cancer
is treated.

We are helping to create possibilities for people with
overlooked, underserved and difficult to treat cancers.

J GILEAD  YKite

GILEAD and the GILEAD logo are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc. KITE and the KITE
logo are trademarks of Kite Pharma, Inc. © 2025 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved.



At Eisai, everything we do is guided by a
simple principle: patients and their

families come first. We spend time with
them. We listen and we learn about their

C R E AT I N G lives, their desires and their greatest needs.
giving

first thoughts to patients and their families

H O P E and helping increase the benefits health

care provides.

THROUGH is what drives us to

discover innovative solutions and therapies

I N N OVAT I O N that help address unmet needs within the

communities that we seek to serve.

TO LEARN MORE,
fte
PLEASE VISIT EISAI.CA human health care

Eisai Limited is a Canadian pharmaceutical subsidiary of Tokyo-based Eisai Co. Ltd. ESI-CAN/E-4.0

WKnight

Knight Therapeutics

Knight Therapeutics Inc. is a pan-American
This testing can be used to confirm a diagnosis pharmaceutical company focused on acquiring,
for a particular condition based on physical in-licensing, out-licensing, marketing, and
mutations and symptoms in patients. This type commercializing innovative prescription

of testing can be performed at any time during a medicines in Canada and Latin America.
patient’s life to help manage treatment and help . ; -
patients make good lifestyle choices. Headquartered in Montreal, Knight has

operations in Canada and in 10 countries in
Latin America and has over 800 employees

Cervical/HPV globally.

Colorectal

Leukemia and Bone Marrow

Pap Test

Prostate

Retinoblastoma

For more information, please visit




Extraordinary
medicine requires
extraordinary
science.

Throughout our history, we have always been
focused on solving healthcare’s most complex
challenges. We advance science so that we all
have more time with the people we love.

www.roche.com

If you require this information in an accessible format,
please contact Roche at 1-800-561-1759.

© 2024 Hoffmann-La Roche Limited

@ Hoffmann-La Roche Limited
Mississauga, ON L5N 5M8
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This program has received an education grant from:

CancerCare Manitoba Foundation, AstraZeneca Canada Inc,; Eli Lilly Canada Inc.; Novartis Pharmaceuticals
Canada Inc.; Sun Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd.; Merck & Co., Inc; Pfizer Canada; Hoffmann-La Roche Limited;
Gilead Sciences Canada, Inc.; Astellas Pharma Canada; Daiichi Sankyo Pharma Canada; Exact Sciences
Corporation; BioScript Solutions; Healthmark; Apobiologix; Incyte; AbbVie Corporation; Dynacare; Amgen.
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