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Schedule at a Glance

11:15 Registration Opens

INTERACTIVE CONFERENCE WORKSHOP

12:10
Welcome Remarks, Introduction, and Opening
Elder Billie Schibler, BSW, O.M., Community Elder

12:30

The Advanced Cancer Model of Care (MOC) Project: Live Simulation Sessions – Strengthening Goals-of-Care 
Conversations – Part I
Stephanie Lelond, RN, MN, CHPCN(C), Clinical Nurse Specialist, Early Palliative Care in Advanced Cancers, CancerCare 
Manitoba 
Baqiah Yesufu, MPH, CCRP, Projects Coordinator, Community Relations, Community Oncology Program, CancerCare 
Manitoba 
Meagan Molchan, MSc, Director, Simulation Centre at RRC Polytech 
Allyson Cooper, MN, RN, CCSNE, Simulation Education Manager, Interdisciplinary Health and Community Services Simulation 
Center, Red River College Polytech
Jodi Hyman, RN, BScN, CON(C), Nurse Educator, CancerCare Manitoba

14:00 Nutrition Break and Displays (20 mins)

14:20

The Advanced Cancer Model of Care (MOC) Project: Live Simulation Sessions – Strengthening Goals-of-Care 
Conversations – Part II
Stephanie Lelond, RN, MN, CHPCN(C), Clinical Nurse Specialist, Early Palliative Care in Advanced Cancers, CancerCare 
Manitoba 
Baqiah Yesufu, MPH, CCRP, Projects Coordinator, Community Relations, Community Oncology Program, CancerCare 
Manitoba 
Meagan Molchan, MSc, Director, Simulation Centre at RRC Polytech 
Allyson Cooper, MN, RN, CCSNE, Simulation Education Manager, Interdisciplinary Health and Community Services Simulation 
Center, Red River College Polytech
Jodi Hyman, RN, BScN, CON(C), Nurse Educator, CancerCare Manitoba

Main disease site group: Gastrointestinal (GI) cancers and Melanoma
Venue: Victoria Inn Hotel & Conference Centre, Winnipeg, Manitoba

Thursday, September 24, 2026

Continued...
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KEYNOTES

19:20
Living with Cancer: Navigating the Experience and Care Journey
Stephanie Lelond, RN, MN, CHPCN(C), Clinical Nurse Specialist, Early Palliative Care in Advanced Cancers, CancerCare 
Manitoba, and Guest Speakers

20:00 Introduction of 2nd Keynote Speaker

20:05
Countering Medical Misinformation on Social Media 
Dr. Jonathan Laxton, MD, FRCPC, Assistant Professor of Medicine Max Rady College of Medicine

20:45 Questions & Answers (10 mins)

20:55 Closing Remarks and Evaluations

16:00 Break in Program
16:45 MOCKTAIL RECEPTION & RESEARCH POSTERS
17:45 Welcome Remarks

18:05 Dinner
19:15 Keynote Introductions



6:30 Registration Opens

BREAKFAST

7:10 Welcome and Introductions

GENERAL PLENARY SESSIONS

7:30
Rectal Cancer: A Team Sport - Integrating Surgery, Radiation and Medical Oncology
Dr. David J. Hochman, MD, FRCSC, FASCRS(I), FACS, Associate Professor of Surgery, Max Rady College of Medicine, University of 
Manitoba Colon and Rectal Surgeon

7:45
Hepatobiliary, Pancreatic, and Gallbladder Cancers: Clinical Treatment Updates
Dr. Paul Daeninck, MD, MSc, FRCPC, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

8:00
Central Intake Endoscopy and GI Wait Times: Navigating the Request Process 
Dr. Dana Moffatt, MD, FRCPC, WRHA Medical Director Endoscopic Services

8:15
Genetic and Genomic Testing in GI Oncology: Interpreting Molecular Results and Treatment Guidelines
Dr. Paul C. Park, MD, PhD Molecular Pathologist Adjunct Scientist, CancerCare Manitoba Research Institute Assistant Professor, 
Department of Pathology, Rady Faculty of Health Sciences

8:30
Systemic and Targeted Therapy Updates: Later-line Options for Metastatic Colorectal Cancer
Dr. Benjamin Goldenberg, MD, FRCPC, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba 

8:45
Overview of Immunotherapy for Advanced Colorectal Cancer
Dr. Christina A. Kim, MD, FRCPC, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba. Associate Professor, University of Manitoba

9:00 Questions & Answers (15 mins)

9:15 Nutrition Break (25 mins)

9:40

CancerCare Manitoba Prevention & Screening Updates 
Kyra Gawalko, MPA, Education and Prevention Lead, Prevention & Screening Programs, CancerCare Manitoba 
Kathy Bumstead, ACR, Screening Operations Manager, Prevention & Screening Programs, CancerCare Manitoba 
Laura Coulter, Screening Programs Manager, Prevention & Screening Programs, CancerCare Manitoba

10:05
Systemic Therapy Updates in Melanoma and Advanced Skin Cancers: Navigating Immunotherapy (PD-L1), 
Targeted Therapies, and Combination Treatments for Stage IV Management 
Dr. Ralph Wong, P.W., B.Sc., MD, FRCPC, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

10:25
Non-Melanoma Skin Cancers (NMSC): Systemic Therapy Updates and Management Strategies for Advanced 
Squamous Cell Carcinoma (SCC) and Basal Cell Carcinoma (BCC) 
Dr. Ralph Wong, P.W., B.Sc., MD, FRCPC, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

Friday, September 25, 2026

Continued...



BREAKOUT SESSIONS

13:10

AI Scribes in Family 
Physician in Oncology 
(FPO) Settings: Practical 
Experience and 
Implementation 
Dr. Erika Möller, MB.Ch.B. 
DA(SA) CCFP, Family 
Physician in Oncology, 
WMCC

Oncology Emergencies –  
GI Focus 
Dr. Mark Kristjanson, MD, 
CCFP, Clinician, Urgent 
Cancer Care, CancerCare 
Manitoba

Future Landscape of 
Systemic Therapy in 
Colorectal Cancer: 
Emerging Therapies and 
the Evolving Standard of 
Care 
Marc Geirnaert, BScPharm, 
BCOP, FCAPhO, MSc (Pharm 
Econ), Director Provincial 
Oncology Drug Program

When Emotions Run High: 
Psychosocial Approaches 
to Relational Care 
Meg Pfeifer, BSW, RSW, 
Psychosocial Oncology 
Clinician CancerCare 
Manitoba. 
Marina Di Curzio, BA, BScPN, 
RPN, Psychosocial Oncology 
Clinician, Hope and Healing 
Program, CancerCare 
Manitoba

13:40 Arrival to Breakout Rooms

10:45

Research Poster Presentation 

Bruce Barrientos: “Modeling Early T-cell Precursor Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ETP-ALL) Using Engineered Human Cord Blood 
CD34+ and Progenitors” 
Supervisor: Dr Jody Haigh

Vikas Kumar Pandey: “Use of 3D-PrintedBolus and immobilization devices in testicular lymphoma radiotherapy: A retrospective 
Dosimetric and Technical Feasibility Study”   
Supervisors: Dr. Arbind Dubey and Dr. Vibhay Pareek 

Ovini Amarasinghe: “Defining chemotherapy-induced stress response in T-cell Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia” 
Supervisor: Dr. Cedric Tremblay

11:00 Question & Answers

11:20 Stretch Break (5 mins)
THE INDIGENOUS PLENARY SESSIONS

11:25

From Supporting Others Through Displacement to Experiencing Loss: An Indigenous Perspective on Cancer Care 
in a Changing Climate
Question and Answer 
Chantal Wahteeshkin, BN, RN, Director of Indigenous Health, CancerCare Manitoba

12:05 Lunch (60 mins)
13:05 Arrival to Breakout Rooms

Continued...



15:15
Cancer Prevention Strategies in GI Oncology: Reviewing Evidence-Based Prevention, Red Meat Consumption, and 
Lifestyle Factors  
Dr. Adolfo Ayala Torres, MD, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

15:30
The Future of AI in Manitoba’s Oncology Landscape: Current Applications, Future Potential, and Provincial Progress
Dr. Bharath Gangadharaiah, MD, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

15:45
Trends in Early-Onset Cancers: Addressing Rising Incidence and Evolving Treatment Options for Younger Populations
Dr. Andrea Soriano, MSc, MD, PGY5 Medical Oncology Resident, Department of Hematology and Medical Oncology, CancerCare 
Manitoba

16:00 Questions & Answers (10 mins)

16:10 Closing Remarks and Evaluations

13:45

Referral Process Update: 
New Referral Forms and 
Guidelines
Malia Cruz, MBA, RN, Director 
of Patient Services, Central 
Referral Office

Basics of Ostomy Care for 
Residents in Manitoba  
Bonita Yarjau, RN, BN, 
NSWOC, Specializes in 
Wound, Ostomy and 
Continence (NSWOC), Health 
Sciences Centre 

Jamie Garcia-Vendivil, RN, 
BN, Enterostomal Therapist, 
Health Sciences Centre, 
Winnipeg

Specific Toxicities: 
Cutaneous (skin) Toxicities 
from EGFR and BRAF/MEK 
Inhibitors 
Ronald Scott Groen, BSc 
Pharm, Senior Pharmacist 
- Practice Development 
and Education, CancerCare 
Manitoba

Psychosocial Aspects 
of Living Long Term 
with Advanced Cancer 
and Ongoing Systemic 
Treatment
Meg Pfeifer, BSW, RSW, 
Psychosocial Oncology 
Clinician, CancerCare 
Manitoba  
Marina Di Curzio, BA, BScPN, 
RPN, Psychosocial Oncology 
Clinician, Hope and Healing 
Program, CancerCare 
Manitoba

14:15 Nutrition Break (20 mins)

RESEARCH AND NUTRITION PLENARY

14:35

Modulating Host Immunity in Metastatic Melanoma – Our Search for Improved Therapies
Question and Answer 
Dr. Chi Yan, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Immunology, University of Manitoba; Scientist, Paul Albrechtsen 
Research Institute, CancerCare Manitoba

14:55

Not All Diarrhea Is The Same 
Nutritional Strategies for Managing Diarrhea in Lower GI cancers
Question and Answer 
Robin Chambers, RD, Oncology Dietitian, CancerCare Manitoba 
Stacey Nickol, RD, Oncology Dietitian, CancerCare Manitoba

SHORT SNAPPERS

For more information, email  
CCMBPrimaryCareEducation@cancercare.mb.ca
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Notes:
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