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Thank you to the Scientific Planning Committee for their support  
of Small Group Session 2026: Geriatric Oncology  

Committee Members
	� Kristie Crate, Northern Regional Health Authority

	� Dr. David Dawe, CancerCare Manitoba and University of Manitoba

	� Dr. Tunji Fatoye, CancerCare Manitoba and University of Manitoba

	� R. Scott Groen, CancerCare Manitoba

	� Allison Harrigan, CancerCare Manitoba

	� Emma Higgs, CancerCare Manitoba

	� Michelle Reichert, Western Manitoba Cancer Centre, Prairie Mountain Health

	� Laryssa Sawchuk, CancerCare Manitoba

	� Dr. Philip St. John, University of Manitoba

This activity has been certified by the College of Family Physicians 
of Canada and the Manitoba Chapter for up to 6.25 Mainpro+® 
Certified Activity credits.

Slido
To access the Q&A and evaluation forms for 
Small Group Session 2026, please visit Slido by 
scanning the QR code below or by going to 
slido.com and entering the event code SGS2026.

Program Learning Objectives 
By the end of the session, attendees will  
be able to... 

	� Recall key principles of geriatric oncology 
and geriatric care domains

	� State principles of a geriatric or frailty 
assessment

	� Identify resources to support older adults 
with cancer

	� Support applying a geriatric oncology  
lens in the care of older adults with cancer



Agenda

Times Session Duration
07:00-08:00 Registration & Breakfast 60 mins
08:00-08:10 Opening 10 mins

08:10-08:55
Principles of Geriatric Oncology
Dr. David Dawe, MD, MSc, FRCPC, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

45 mins

08:55-09:40
Introduction to Geriatric Domains & Assessment Tools
Dr. Fay Strohschein, RN, PhD, Adjunct Assistant Professor, Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary

45 mins

09:40-10:00 Nutrition Break 20 mins

10:00-11:45

Workshop: Geriatric Assessment Tools 
Dr. Fay Strohschein, RN, PhD, Adjunct Assistant Professor, Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary
Allison Harrigan, MPH, BNRN, Education & Liaison Nurse- Health Equity, CancerCare Manitoba
Dr. David Dawe, MD, MSc, FRCPC, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

105 mins

11:45-12:45 Lunch 60 mins

12:45-12:55
Afternoon Opening & Table-Based Reflection Discussion
R. Scott Groen, BScPharm, Senior Pharmacist- Practice Development and Education, CancerCare Manitoba

10 mins

12:55-13:25
Navigation and Services
Nicole Koschik, BN, CON (C), Oncology Nurse Navigator, Community Oncology Program, CancerCare Manitoba

30 mins

13:25-13:55
Polypharmacy for the Interdisciplinary Team
Dr. Jamie Falk, PharmD, Associate Professor, College of Pharmacy, University of Manitoba

30 mins

13:55-14:10 Nutrition Break 15 mins

14:10-14:55
Systemic Therapy Toxicity and the Older Adult
Dr. David Dawe, MD, MSc, FRCPC, Medical Oncologist, CancerCare Manitoba

45 mins

14:55-15:00 Stretch Break 5 mins

15:00-15:20
Vision & Hearing
Dr. Philip St. John, MD, MPH, FRCPC, CCFP, Professor, Section of Geriatric Medicine, University of Manitoba

20 mins

15:20-15:50
Psychosocial Considerations 
Meg Pfeifer-Brandt, BSW, RSW, Psychosocial Oncology Clinician, CancerCare Manitoba

30 mins

15:50-16:15
Putting the Pieces Together: Panel & Group Discussion
Dr. Tunji Fatoye, MD, CCFP, FCFP, Department Head-Primary Care Oncology, CancerCare Manitoba (Panel Facilitator)
Speakers of earlier sessions to join as panelists

25 mins

16:15-16:30 Closing and Evaluations 15 mins

All sessions are in the Makohze Ballroom of the Wyndham Garden Winnipeg Airport

*Agenda subject to change.



Session Learning Objectives

By the end of the session, attendees will be able to...

Principles of Geriatric Oncology
1.	 Recognize the key principles of geriatric oncology
2.	 Recognize the impact of ageism on the wellbeing and healthcare of older adults
3.	 Identify how changes related to aging & frailty impact the benefits and risks of systemic therapy for cancer treatment

Introduction to Geriatric Domains & Assessment Tools
1.	 Understand geriatric assessment in the context of oncology care, and existing guidelines and recommendations
2.	 Discuss key domains of concerns in care of older adults with cancer, including cognition, psychological status, functional status, 

mobility, nutrition, social support, and patient values
3.	 Describe different models of care for implementing geriatric screening and assessment
4.	 Identify facilitators and barriers to implementation of geriatric assessment within the local setting

Workshop: Geriatric Assessment Tools
1.	 Apply geriatric screening and assessment tools within key domains of concern, while considering appropriate ‘checkpoints’ to reflect on 

their use
2.	 Manage identified concerns using appropriate clinical interventions and referral to cancer care/community resources
3.	 Communicate identified concerns to patients, family, and cancer care team
4.	 Describe potential interventions to address identified concerns
5.	 Identify available programs and services in your region for various needs that may offer support to older persons with cancer and their 

families
Table-Based Reflection Discussion

1.	 Support the relevance of geriatric oncology and adopting assessment tools
2.	 Discuss personal reflections on geriatric oncology applied learning

Navigation & Services
1.	 Identify the role of navigation services in supporting older adult cancer patients and their caregivers
2.	 List relevant health and community-based resources for older adults in Manitoba

Polypharmacy for the Interdisciplinary Team
1.	 Recognize the risks posed by polypharmacy for the older adult cancer patient
2.	 Explain key considerations for addressing polypharmacy with patients

Systemic Therapy Toxicity and the Older Adult

1.	 Distinguish the risks of chemotherapy for older adults compared to younger patients
2.	 Understand the impact of immune-checkpoint inhibitors and targeted therapies on older adult patients. 
3.	 Find and apply the Cancer and Aging Research Group chemotoxicity calculator when developing or adjusting treatment plan



Vision and Hearing

1.	 Identify the influence of vision & hearing changes on health care access and experience of older adults
2.	 Implement appropriate screening and referrals pertaining to vision and hearing

Psychosocial Considerations
1.	 Adapt psychosocial interventions to meet the needs of older adults experiencing cancer.
2.	 Identify the primary emotional and physical challenges faced by caregivers managing their own cancer diagnosis or caring for an older 

adult with cancer. 
3.	 Apply evidence-based communication techniques to enhance connection and de-escalate anxiety when speaking with individuals 

living with dementia.
Panel & Group Discussion

1.	 Integrate multi-faceted concepts of geriatric oncology into their care of older adult cancer patients
2.	 Support applying a geriatric oncology lens to older adult patients
3.	 Justify the incorporation of geriatric-specific assessments and interventions into patient care

*Session learning objectives are subject to change.



This program has received an educational grant or in-kind support from 
AstraZeneca.

For any questions or comments about the Small Group Session 2026, please email CCMBPrimaryCareEducation@cancercare.mb.ca

Thank you to AstraZeneca for their support of this program.
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