


Do I still need Pap testsiif 1 have had the vaccine?
Yes. You will still need to have regular Pap tests as the vaccine does not protect
you against all types of HPV that can cause cervical cancer.

How safe is the vaccine?

Gardasil is safe. In recent studies, very few side effects were reported. The most common side effects were
soreness, pain and swelling where the vaccine was injected.

In one study of 11,640 recipients, there were 5 reports of serious side effects that may have been due to the vaccine.

These side effects were:

s BRONCHOSPASM DIFICULTY BREATHING

s GASTROENTERITIS SWELLING OF THE STOMACH AND INTESTINES CAUSIN
loss of appetite, nausea, vomiting and sometimes diarrhea),

s HEADACHE AND HYPERTENSION HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE

s VAGINAL HEMORRHAGE BLEEDING

s INJECTION SITE PAIN AND DIFICULTY IN MOVING

During this study, 10 people died. None of these deaths were considered to be vaccine-related. These
deaths were caused by trauma, suicide, pulmonary embolus, infection, cancer, a complication of cesarean
section, and an arrhythmia.

What is in the vaccine?
The Gardasil vaccine contains proteins that act like the HPV virus. The body starts making antibodies and white
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There is no active virus in the vaccine. Nor are there any antibiotics or preservatives, such as mercury or thimerosal.

Is there a cost for the vacoine?

The HPV vaccine is free for grade six girls through the HPV Immunization Program. The vaccine is not free
for women outside the program.

You can buy the vaccine through your health centre. You may need a prescription. Talk to your doctor about
how to get the vaccine.
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